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In this Issue:
Presidents report. June Long Weekend Rally, Melbourne Cup Long Weekend Event,
Annual Subscriptions Due, lots of Interesting articles to read,
Car for Sale and Registrations due.

Santa’s Coming!

Photo from the ship was used by Henry Ford to travel across the Great Lakes. Thomas Edison was a
frequent guest on this beautiful ship. The present four-deck ship-house is 7,000 sq. ft., and includes
walnut-paneled staterooms, a dining room with galley, and passenger lounge designed by Henry Ford for
his personal use while on board. - Read more on this lavish ship from page 9

MTFCV web page address: www.mtfcv.com
Email: ttorquenews@hotmail.com

Please note submissions to August Edition of TTorque to be received by the Editor
no later than 30th July
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Presidents Report
Greetings to all,
Well, it looked like we may be getting our lives back to normal! Ha!
But we find ourselves almost back to the start of the virus outbreak. It
reminds me of the film "Ground Hog Day"
Bendigo Swap has been cancelled as has the Federation Marong picnic. I
would think that all Federation & AOMC events will be called off.
I have been informed that the Euroa Show & Shine in October is cancelled.
It almost looks like we will miss a full year of our normal activities.
Boorandarra has not changed their policy on meetings & gatherings.

The requirements are impossible for us to meet so as a result there
will be no meetings until policy changes.
Geof Baulch has sorted out the problems with Bendigo Swap over our
site cancellation due to lack of trading.
In the end it was a HUGE mistake by the Swap as the sites mentioned were
not ours. Our original sites were reallocated.
As a result our sites at Bendigo Swap have changed. We are now Sites 717
& 718. Thanks Geof for your efforts!
I imagine you are all busy with restoration & maintenance on your Model
T`s. Ready for us to hit the roads again.
We are ready to have our overnight Rally to San Remo/Phillip Island at
very short notice if we are allowed out to play!
We will advise by email & phone IF it happens!
Our Cup Weekend event is looking shakier by the week the Committee will
make a decision very soon as to whether it goes ahead.
Some of you would have received your 40th anniversary badges by now. I
hope you like them!
If you have permits etc to be signed send the with a stamped self
addressed envelope/ VicRoads addressed including payments to the
Secretary OR the President.
We will process them & re-mail them. Don`t forget to sign the renewal etc.
In these times we need articles & input for T Torque , please send in
anything you have whether "T" related or not.

that`s it for now,
Stay safe & healthy,
"See you over the running board"
Dave & Chez

July 2020
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Past Member passed away
We have been informed that a past member has passed away.
Elaine Bone , wife of the late Bruce Bone of Dromana.
Bruce & Elaine had a extensive collection of vintage cars.
They were members of MTFCV for many years driving a 1918 roadster &
later a 1926 Tudor until Bruce was the victim of a fatal car accident.

NOMINATION FORM CLUB PERSON/S OF THE YEAR 2020
I, _________________________________________________ being a member of the
Model T Ford Club of Victoria Inc. do hereby nominate,
_________________________________________________as Club Person of the Year 2019/20.
Signed: _______________________________________ Date: _______________________
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………
NOMINATION FORM FOR OFFICE BEARERS 2020-2021
The Secretary
The Model T Ford Club of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 383, CHADSTONE CENTRE PO, VIC-3148
I wish to nominate ____________________________________________________
for the position of _________________________________________________ on the Committee of
Management of the Model T Ford Club of Victoria Inc.
Signed: _______________________________________ Date: _______________________
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….
FORM FOR APPOINTMENT OF PROXY
I ________________________________________of ______________________________
___________________________being a member of The Model T Ford Club of Victoria Inc. hereby
appoint ____________________________________ of________________________ _______________________being a member
of the Incorporated Association, as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Friday 10th
July 2020 and at any adjournment of that meeting.
Signed : ______________________________ The ________ day of _____________ 2020.
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STEAM BENDING TIMBER
HI, I'm Dean Williams, as some of you know I make timber spoke wheels for Model T's and other vehicles, so I'm writing
about bending timber for wooden fellows.
2 years ago a member of the Model T club, Peter, asked if I could do wooden fellow wheels. Before I could say no I found
myself saying "yeah, I'll give it a go". So I went to the most reliable source I know, You Tube and found Engels Coach
Shop which made a lot of sense. If you're interested in coach building or making old wheels look them up, they're very
interesting. So I had to make a steam generator, steam box and former.
I started by building a small brick incinerator around a 20litre steel drum and I added a chimney to take the smoke away.
The steam box sits on top of the incinerator and has a steel pipe plumbed to it from the steel drum.
The former is the same shape as the wheel with a steel band wrapped around the back of it. I use a block and tackle to
pull the timber around the former into shape.
To bend timber there are some rules to follow
• the timber can only be shrunk not stretched
• the timber has to get very hot
the timber has to get very wet
I found with my timber fellows 25 x 32mm needs at least 4 hours of steam and I put 1 cup of ammonia in my steam
generator (steel drum) it only lasts 2 hours so I have to refill with water and another cup of ammonia. The ammonia helps
the steam get into the timber. When you take the timber out of the steam box you haven't got much time to form it. 2 - 3
mins at most.
After 2 hours I take them out of the former and put them in a frame to hold their shape. It takes some time to dry them
back out. The timber I use is kiln dried American white ash and I found kiln dried European birch bends quite well.
I have had a lot of failures and tried different things and different ways. Other people may have their own way of doing it
but this is what works for me.
I hope this has shed some light on bending timber and shown people they can do it in their own back yard.
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Melbourne Cup Long
Weekend Event.
Subject to yet any unknown Covid 19
restrictions your committee is planning for
the Melbourne Cup long weekend event to
be held in Bairnsdale.
We ask everyone who is interested in
attending to let the committee know ASAP
as accommodation for this event is going to
be very tight.

Your Annual Subscriptions are now due.
“For less than a tank of fuel you can renew your annual subscription and
ensure that our club remains a prosperous and viable place for all of its
members.”

It’s only $45 a year for the email edition and for only $55 a
year if you get both the email and printed copy of our
monthly magazine direct to your mail boxes.
Support your club and your committee by paying now which
will be greatly appreciated.
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MTFCV June Long weekend rally
A small group of MTFCV members took the opportunity, after the relaxation of Coved 19 isolations rules, to
take the opportunity for a quick Gippsland getaway.
With no formal club events planned and some previous discussion about a revisit to Briagolong and feeling
the need to get away it was on. After a few last minute phone calls to establish interest and availability 4
Model T's and drivers locked in for a return trip to a fellow car enthusiasts property at Briagolong in East
Gippsland.
We previously visited this property for a coffee stop on our trip to McKillops Bridge in the T's a few years
ago. Our Friend, Pete Johnson has a wonderful collection of Vintage Buick Vehicles as well as Veteran
Overlands and a single cylinder Brush. Peter joined us on the trip to McKillops Bridge and also on the
Cameron’s Corner trip. Peter enjoys joining us on Model T Club runs outside his trips with the Vintage
Drivers club and the Veteran Car Club. His collection and property has always warranted a return trip with
some more time to enjoy his property, workshop and cars.
Not having a T of my own on the road, once again I was fortunate to be able to have a loner drive from Frank
Van Ekeran and use his 1916 Ute. Frank decided to use his 1926 tourer. I left home from Traralgon Saturday
morning and headed for Franks at Rosedale. Alan Weatherhead and Cameron Smyth had agreed to join the
trip and were to meet us on the outskirts of Rosedale after taking the backroads to the north of the Princess
highway to avoid the traffic. Our group of four successfully caught up just outside of Rosedale with Alan and
Cameron having a un eventful trip from Warragul. We then headed to Heyfield for a fuel up and then on to
Cams in-laws at Glenmaggie, where we were spoiled with coffee and scones in the new feature of their
property, a BBQ area constructed out of an old grain silo. After a very pleasant drive on some nice quiet
secondary roads we arrived at Peter’s property at Briagolong in the late afternoon just in time for a drink and
some car maintenance as the sun was starting to go down. A quick check up on a brake shoes rubbing on
Allan’s Ute, some adjustments and all was well for the trip home. Then it was time for a drink and a quick
look through Peters shed. We also unloaded Peters Ute which he had been good enough to load with firewood.
Although planned as camping weekend, with the boys bringing swags and tents etc., we were fortunate
enough to have full use of the spare old house on Peters property, which has fully functional bathroom,
kitchen and a lounge with a beautiful log fire.
Cameron came equipped with plenty of pre-dinner snacks, followed up by a big cook up in the kitchen. It was
great to spend the night around the fireplace with our host and share some great vintage motoring stories and
experiences and maybe even plans a few for the future. A few bottles of red and port later it was time for a
sleep.
A breakfast cook up was followed by a more detailed tour of the Peters various garages and workshops. A
highlight for us was a ride in Peters newly restored Veteran single cylinder Brush. what a cool car. Another
very impressive car was his newly acquired 1929 Dodge Victory Six sports sedan. Peter’s property is close
to one of Gippsland tourism gems, Blue pools swimming hole. I had always wanted to visit there so it was
great to get in there in the T's and have a look at the beautiful gorge and swimming hole. We toured back on
some more roads I had not been on before to Heyfield via Velencia creek. A late lunch stop over at Heyfield
before we parted company at Glengarry for the final trip home. I estimate Alan and Cameron completed well
over 300 reliable trouble free km's. It was a great weekend shared with Model t friends and I look forward to
hopefully attending a Cup Weekend rally later on in the year and some club meetings soon.
What has everyone else been up to during lockdown? Please take the time to send something to the editor to
update members on your restoration progress or other Model T activities during the down time.
Stay safe and healthy all,
Regards,
Warwick Landy.
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Waiting for alan and Cameron The silo bbq shelter Brake maintenance on Alans ute next page Our Host Peter, checking out the cars.
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Lockdown at home has had some good side effects by being at home!
A good clean up of the shed and some great restoration progress on my 1916 Model T pickup project has been good.
Part of the clean up has been deciding to sell or dispose of some long held Model T parts and accessories.
I spent some time to create a new member only, specifically Model T parts and cars for sale facebook page.
It currently has a membership of 150 and has already seen some great sale of cars, parts and unique accessories.
Members of the MTFCV are invited to join and list Model T related parts ,accessories ,cars and literature for sale.
Find it on facebook at Aussie Model T Parts and Cars for Sale
Regards,

Warwick Landy

Henry Ford's Lakes cruise Ship
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Henry Ford's Lakes cruise Ship cont.

This ship was decommissioned in 1981 after nearly 50 years of
service.

After being decommissioned, it was left to rust for four years before
the front part of the ship was removed and perched on top of an 18
-foot cliff above Lake Erie , to serve as a vacation home.

Page 10

MODEL T TORQUE

July 2020

Looking across the bow, it seems that the boat is actually steaming - full speed ahead!
The ship still contains the beautiful wood-panelled state rooms, dining room and lounge designed by Henry Ford.

The ship was used by Henry Ford to travel across the Great Lakes. Thomas Edison was a frequent guest on this beautiful
ship.
The present four-deck ship-house is 7,000 sq. ft., and includes walnut-paneled staterooms, a dining room with galley, and
passenger lounge designed by Henry Ford for his personal use while on board.
The ship-house was then owned by Frank J. Sullivan, but after failing to turn it into a hotel in 1992, Sullivan auctioned the
building to father and son Jerry and Bryan Kaspar, who still enjoy relaxing there while taking time off from work.
It has been modernised with a garage, a game room, a bar, a state-of-the-art kitchen, and four bathrooms.
The 90-year-old cargo ship is beautiful, as she sits overlooking her former waterways.
Visitors must be okay with heights if they take a tour onto the bow of the boat and see the water so far below.

This ship-home has maintained the historic and beautiful interior, which is updated with modern amenities.
Bryan Kaspar says: "Everyone who sees our home from the outside, wants to look inside. I think everyone who sees it is
amazed at the gorgeous woodwork throughout our beautiful ship-home ."
This impressive getaway includes five bedrooms, four bathrooms, a captain's office and living room with panoramic views
across Lake Erie .
"I love the deck on the fourth floor. It's a great place to enjoy a cocktail overlooking the lake and
the nearby cliffs, and to watch the sunsets is amazing from there."

Videographer Nick James, who conducts tours of the home, says, "The most incredible part is standing at the helm with the
way the boat hangs over the cliff. It actually feels like you're on the open water. I love the history that remains all around
the Benson Ford."
"In the parlour, you can imagine Thomas Edison and Henry Ford sitting there puffing on their cigars. When you're there, it
feels like you're stepping back in time, and that those two famed gentlemen could appear at any moment."
An incredible beauty of a long-ago ship, still available for water lovers to see.
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Visitors must be okay with heights if they take a tour onto the bow of the
boat and see the water below

This ship-home has maintained the historic and beautiful interior,
which is updated with modern amenities.
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This impressive getaway includes five bedrooms, four bathrooms, a captain's office and living room with
panoramic views across Lake Erie

REMINDER FOR UP COMING REGISTRATIONS THAT ARE DUE.
Hello there to all our club members,
Your committee felt that a reminder for people (especially those with multiple cars/bikes to keep a track of) of their upcoming
registration due on their vehicles would be a good idea. Thus far it has jogged the memories or RTA checking of a few members, so is proving worthwhile. If you no longer own or have the listed vehicle on red plates can you please ring the secretary
and let her know. This list has been compiled from our current
registration register.
JUNE 2020
Linda Phillips 34052H
Greg Angelo 1820
Paul Daley 7637 & 6875
Mickie Turner 6243
Noel Huitt 5108
Barry Reddick 36374
Graeme Wagland 5099
David Weatherhead 258BH & 41328H

JULY 2020
Neil Bagot 5183
Paul Daley 752 & 988
Malc Moors 1506
Linda Phillips 34052H
Dean Walker 7373
Bill Wallace 5922 & 934GH
Jason Wilson 6516
Geoff White 457
Thanks everyone
Jo Baulch
Secretary ( Phone: 03 5342 4837 or 0427 424 837)

AUGUST 2020
Chris Cansdale 09187H
Robbie Dalton 5110
David Dare 799
Alan Flude 4590
Russell Hughes 834
Trevor Merton 5606
John Morrison 6696
Andrew Phillips 1568-H2
Brian Smith 5494 & 5111
Dave Weatherhead 158BH
Dean Williams 5415
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I talked with a homeless man this morning and asked him how he ended up
this way.
He said, "Up until last week, I still had it all.
I had plenty to eat, my clothes were washed and pressed, I had a roof over
my head, I had HDTV and Internet, and I went to the gym, the pool, and the
library.
I was working on my MBA on-line. I had no bills and no debt. I even had full
medical coverage. "
I felt sorry for him, so I asked, "What happened? Drugs? Alcohol? Divorce?"
"Oh no, nothing like that," he said. "No, no... I was paroled".
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Part 3. After the Carbur-Aid: The Duo-Vaporator.
One could be forgiven for expecting Herbert Robinson to disappear into thin air following the CarburAid saga. Well, that wasn’t what happened. Eight months after The Carbur-Aid Company fell silent,
Herbert registered a company called The National Distributing Company. Dun’s Gazette, on 31st
October 1927, listed the registration: “NATIONAL DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, 250 Pitt-st, Sydney,
distributors of specialties—Com. 1.11.27. Proptr.: Herbert W. Robinson. Regd. 14.10.27.”
In early 1928 he applied for another Australian patent, for a device remarkably similar to a Carbur-Aid.
This was less than a year after his Carbur-Aid Company operations seem to have ceased. The patent
application dated 2nd February 1928 (see pages 11 to 13) was for a “Combined extra air admission
device and liquid fuel atomizer for internal combustion engines”. The basis of the design was just like
the Carbur-Aid, but with the addition of “a plurality of integral vertical helical blades … which are
fashioned to cone formation”, and a spring-loaded ball valve. This patent was accepted on 2 nd
February 1929, and the “new” device was marketed as the Duo-Vaporator. Just like the Carbur-Aid,
the device was available for Fords. In fact it is likely that the model T and model A Ford versions
accounted for the majority of sales.
The first mention of the Duo-Vaporator in the press was an article in The Sun (Sydney) on 10 th
February 1928. It is reproduced on the next page, along with another early article from The Farmer
and Settler, 24th February 1928. Note that the contact details in this article, and for the ads that
followed, were for Syd Francis, Technical Director. Later ads listed the contact as Phil Brady, Sales
Manager. Herbert Robinson may have been avoiding any public association between his name and
the Duo-Vaporator, perhaps to distance it from its predecessor.

Above: Some Duo-Vaporator components including the helical blades fashioned into a cone shape –
which they called an “alternator”, and the “accelerator” valve. According to the instructions supplied
with the unit, “The purpose of the accelerator valve is to automatically admit air in the exact proportion
needed”. “The function of the alternator is to set up a whirling action in the intake manifold which
completely shatters and vaporizes the petrol.”
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Left: Press debut in The Sun (Sydney) on 10 th
February 1928.

Below: Free trial from the start - The Farmer
and Settler, 24th February 1928. Note mention
of 12 models.
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Advertising commenced on 21st February 1928 in
The Sun (Sydney) – see next page. From then on it
was the same old story – claims of amazing fuel
savings, free trial offers, no obligation, etc. The first
run of ads even reused graphics of a satisfied
looking driver from the Carbur-Aid ads. The range of
models “to fit every known make of car, truck, or
tractor” was soon increased from 12 to 16. With the
Duo-Vaporator, Herbert Robinson also seems to
have introduced a new publicity strategy. Press
coverage includes a suspicious number of “reader
queries” sent in to papers. These were purportedly
from curious members of the public, but their style
and their sudden appearance across a range of
newspapers during June, July and August 1928 is
too coincidental, and I suspect that Herbert was
behind them.

If he was responsible for these the free publicity idea
appears to have worked well for a while, but his
strategy backfired on at least one occasion.
Reproduced above is one such example of a planted
query which elicited a very negative response – this is
from The Sunday Times (Sydney), 15th July 1928.
Left: Another way in which Robinson manipulated the
press. "A Wonderful Motor Car Accessory" consists of a
glowing recommendation from "Commonwealth and
Dominion Agencies, Ltd". Their address was 250 Pitt
St, Sydney - the same address as the National
Distributing Company run by Herbert. Commonwealth
and Dominion agencies advertised Cooper Pharmacol
Treatments for Catarrh - and their ads had a distinctly
Herbert Robinson-esque style. If that isn't evidence
enough - the proprietor of the Cooper Pharmacol
Company was none other than Herbert Robinson. So
much for an “unsolicited tribute”!
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Duo-Vaporator display ads were
run
across
a
range
of
newspapers in New South
Wales,
Queensland,
South
Australia, Tasmania, Victoria,
and Western Australia. The
claimed mileage for a Ford was
an unlikely 48 miles per gallon.
For an Austin Seven the figure
was a highly improbable 66 miles
per gallon! There were free
offers, and the public were urged
to take advantage of them before
time ran out. Of course, another
free offer was announced soon
after and the cycle continued.

A network of agents was
gradually established, including J.
Richardson
and
Company
(Hobart), G. J. Crispin (Warrigal –
Gippsland agent), W. J. Corrigan
(Toowoomba), and J. E. Pearson
Company (Geraldton), These
agents ran their own ads in
addition to those published by the
National Distributing Company.
Herbert obviously had broader ambitions for his latest
invention. On January 14th, 1929 he applied for a patent
in the United Kingdom. It was for an “Improved means
comprising extra air admission and charge mixing
devices for internal combustion engines”. He apparently
set up a business there too – and it wasn’t until 1943 that
the Duo-Vaporator Company Limited was struck off the
register and the company dissolved (London Gazette,
13th August 1943). An article in the Daily Pictorial
(Sydney), 21st January 1930, reported that “60,000 have
been sold in England during the last few months. Among
the users are the London Omnibus Co., Selfridges, and
the London Police.”

Late 1929 saw the promotion of the “improved” DuoVaporator – “Made possible by the new D-V Aeronator
Valve”. It appears to be the same contraption with the
“accelerator” renamed as the “aeronator”. True to form,
Herbert constantly found ways to promote his products.
More to come on the Duo-Vaporator.
Andrew Brand
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For Sale
Engine No.C657672..Left hand
drive,Ruckstell rear axle &
Rocky Mountain brakes.$18,000.
Ph.John.0428387499

A senior citizen drove his brand new Holden Senator out of the dealership. Taking off down the road,
he pushed it to 120 kph, enjoying the power of the car .
“Amazing,” he thought as he flew down the M1, pushing the pedal even more.
Looking in his rear view mirror, he saw a highway patrol car, blue lights flashing and siren blaring.
He floored it to 140 kph, then 180kph, then suddenly he thought, “What am I doing? I’m too old for
this!” and pulled over to await the copper’s arrival.
Pulling in behind him, the copper got out of his vehicle and walked up to the car. He looked at his
watch, then said, “Sir, my shift ends in 30 minutes. Today is Friday. If you can give me a new reason
for speeding – a reason I’ve never before heard – I’ll let you go..”
The old gentleman paused then said, “Thirty three years ago, my wife ran off with a policeman, I
thought you were bringing her back.”
“Have a good day, Sir,” replied the copper.
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****Our Valued Sponsors****.
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YOUR COMMITTEE
FOR 2019/2020
President:
David Weatherhead (Cheryl)
Email: president@mtfcv.com

( H) 03 5941 2035

Vice President:
Geof Baulch
Email: vicepresident@mtfcv.com

(H) 03 5342 4837

Secretary/ Public Officer:
Jo Baulch (Geof)
Email: secretary@mtfcv.com

(H) 03 5342 4837

Treasurer:
Rhonda Huitt (Noel)
Email: treasurer@mtfcv.com
Committee Members:
Steve Brown (Veronica)
Dean Williams (Anne)
Geoff Brooke (Heather)
Graham Hadden (Maree)

0429 855 963

0457 436 077
0413 462 224
0429 601 113
0408 002 073

Club Permit Renewals:
Chris Dillon, David Weatherhead, Ray Smith, Brian Smith,
Jo Baulch.
Technical Advisors:
David Weatherhead (Cheryl)
Chris Dillon (Fiona)
Ray Smith (Sandy)
Brian Smith (Helen)
Newsletter Editor:
Paul Grady
Email: ttorquenews@hotmail.com

(H) 03 5941 2035
0407 179 577
(H) 03 5484 3152
0401 802 264
0419 106 632

Webmaster: Andrew Brand (Felicity)
Email: webmaster@mtfcv.com

03 9876 7295

Club Librarian: Brian Smith (Helen)

0401 802 264

Club Delegates:
to Federation of V.V. & C. Clubs:
Geof Baulch (Jo)
to AOMC:
Bernie McKeegan (Jill)

(H) 03 5342 4837
0418 543 939

MTFCV Annual Subs (Due every July): $45.00 emailed only
or $55 if you require a hard copy of the magazine as well.
Postal address: P.O. Box 383, Chadstone Centre, Vic 3148.
BSB number 083-004 Account Number 03-923-0022

INFORMATION
The Model “T” Ford Club of Victoria (MTFCV) was formed in 1980 and is aimed at encouraging and promoting Model “T” Fords; to help
in the restoration of Model T’s and to create a register of Model T owners.

Meetings are usually held on the second Friday of the month at the club rooms at the Ashburton Community Library , 154 High Street
Ashburton corner of High Street and Munro Ave (Melway ref 60 C9) and an outing is usually held on the Sunday following the monthly
meeting.
Opinions expressed in articles appearing in this publication should not be taken as necessarily representing the official view of the club.
No responsibility whatever can be accepted in respect of the conclusions or terms expressed therein. In no event will the club, or
authors of articles in this publication be liable for direct, indirect, credential or consequential damages resulting from any reliance placed
on this material by any real or legal person or persons. - The Model “T” Ford Club of Victoria Inc.
Copyright provisions prevail, however the magazine may be used in whole or part provided credit and acknowledgment is made to the
source of the material (The Model “T” Ford Club of Victoria Inc.).
Chapter Member of the Model T Ford Club of America P.O. Box 996, Richmond, IN 47375-0996, USA. (Home Page www.mtfca.com)
and the Model T Ford Club International P.O. Box 355, Hudson, NC, 28638-0355, USA., (Home Page www.modelt.org). Both clubs
produce excellent magazines (Vintage Ford, Model T Times) and we encourage membership of both organisations.
Contact the MTFCV Committee for information.

